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MESSAGE FROM 2020 FBLA VP OF
ALUMNI, PATRICK BONTRAGER

This year, my goal is to reach out and connect with as many FBLA
alumni as I can. Where are you now? What have you been up to

since you left your high school FBLA Chapter? We want to learn all
about you, network with you, and invite you to get involved with the

organization that did so much for you. Maybe you want to be a
BOSS member and help at our conferences and competitions.

Maybe you would like to be a workshop presenter, keynote speaker,
a competitive event sponsor, a scholarship donor, or a judge.

Whatever it is we would love to network with you. All of this will be
very easy to access when the Alumni tab is up and running on the

FBLA Arizona website (azfbla.org).

Hi FBLA alumni! My name is
Patrick Bontrager and I’ll be

serving as your Vice President of
Alumni Relations! My goal this

year is to make connections, start
a new alumni database system,
and create a network of FBLA

Alumni. We want you!



Furthermore, following this newsletter, I am currently
working on a project of making videos for our current
members that will feature FBLA Alumni. This will be an
opportunity for you to share a brief testimonial of your time
in FBLA, what you are doing, and share some words of advice
to our members. I am doing this in hopes that you can help
lift the spirits of our current members during this pandemic
and crazy year and will stay encouraged and inspired to
pursue a passion in becoming a Future Business Leader.  

ALUMNI INTERVIEW

An in terv iew between Pat r ick
and  Mr .  Seth  F i lo

When Seth was asked, “How did FBLA help you get to
where you are today?” He replied with,            

“FBLA helped me with everything I have ever done…. It
personally has allowed me to become a more confident
and comfortable person while speaking to an audience
and presenting while helping with my business
acumen.”
Seth goes on further to mention how FBLA helped him
grow and share his own ideas. Being a state officer had
the largest impact on his future. Regarding Seth as a
state officer, he mentions,
“…This allows for a state of independence, allows you to
accomplish certain things, and gives you a platform to
be seen… It also got me into college…”             

My second question to Seth was “How do you utilize
FBLA in your life today?” 
Seth replied with,           
  “It starts with the network you build, which I think is
one of the most important things about the
organization. I still find myself relying on my network of
friends I made from my chapter, state, and national
FBLA with whom I connected…” 

Seth talks more about how he still talks to many of
those people, bouncing ideas off each other and
brainstorming with many of them to this day. Seth also
mentions how FBLA is unlike any other class you can
take, “…I said this constantly when I was an officer, and
as a student as well, but FBLA is unlike any other
classes you can take (in high school) because they don’t
teach those soft skills you need for everything,
especially in the real world.”

"IF YOUR ACTIONS INSPIRE OTHERS TO DREAM MORE, LEARN

MORE, DO MORE AND BECOME MORE, YOU ARE A LEADER." 

-QUINCY ADAMS

This first newsletter, I am
featuring a well-known alumnus,
Seth Filo. Seth was a graduate of
Estrella Foothills High School in
2017. He served as a state
officer from 2015-2017 and was
the FBLA Arizona State President
for the 2015-2016 school year.
Currently, Seth is a Junior at
Harvard University majoring in
Economics.



First Seth said, “Nothing is as hard as it looks." Seth talks
about how many people judge the fact they can’t do
certain things because it looks like too difficult until those
people understand and they’re in that moment for
themselves. It becomes a different mindset to those and
‘time slows down for a second.' Nothing ever gets done
thinking about it.

Second, Seth goes on to talk about how to overcome the
fear of public speaking and that many do not take that
risk. Few understand the reward will succeed all efforts

Lastly, Seth mentions “The most important thing I learned
from FBLA was the nobility of defeat.” Seth talks more
about analyzing your loss, and how to prepare that more
for the future; how to make yourself better. “…Using
failure as a powerful jumping off point.” 

Seth really emphasized the power of networking especially in
today's day during this pandemic. “… One of the most
important things you have in life is to surround yourself with
people.

 My third question for Seth followed as, “What were three
things that drastically stood out to you about FBLA?”

When Seth was asked what his push was all these
years, he made it clear it wasn’t to build a daily
hypothetical résumé Instead he focused more on
building his character and helping others. He
understood at a young age the colleges would look
past a full resumé with mediocre efforts. Instead he
chose to stick to one thing and do really good at it,
shooting beyond the stars in accomplishments.

Lastly, when Seth was asked “What advice would you
give to members today?” He replied with,
“I would encourage members to rethink their thoughts
on FBLA… I know many think of it as an opportunity to
get out of school or ‘adding to a résumé' but really
think of it as a way to hone your skills."

Seth finishes on the note that “…(FBLA) It’s entirely
what you make of it.”
For any further questions about the alumni program
or wanting to be featured in the next alumni
newsletter, please contact me at
patrick.bontrager@azfbla.org

All of us at FBLA Arizona are very eager to start this new
program and we can't wait to get back in touch with all
of you very soon. We are currently working on getting
the Alumni tab up and running at the AZ FBLA website.
This will allow all of you to easily keep up with alumni
information and get back involved into the organization
including becoming Boss Members, judges, and much
more! In the meantime you can fill out our Wufoo form
so we can get you into our alumni database. Thank you
again!

https://fblaarizona.wufoo.com/forms/wneln2x0wsqbdu/


